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FBI as to the reusability of this information following our consultation with the other 
agency(ies). 



Freedom of Information 

and 

Privacy Acts 

Subject: Austin J. App 

File Number: 100-210108 _ 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FormKo.1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


REPORT MADE AT 

SAN AMTdIO, TEXAS 


TITLE 

AUSTIN J. APP 


SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 


SA FILE NO. 105*76 


REPORT MADE BY 


? . 

OM 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

INTERNAL SECURITY 

- G 


Q. 

IAN22“1964 

mJ.?.. _ A 


m 


b ?c- 




located at 




DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


>*! 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT f 

;• /ad’^pve C(L ac t _ 

V»' 

5y- Bureau s Y 

2 - Cincinnati • 

2 - Philadelphia 
2 - san Antonio 


7 — 203-4 


















. SA. 105-76 


VJ-UV. 


.. . . •» . 

. .JLi 






and made a trip to Monterrey* Mexico, and vicinity* and returned to this city 
on September 17th* He stated that subject had talked to hin^bout going to 
Mexico city and other places in Mexico prior to this trip* ^^^^Htated that 
Subject had told him that he was not in. favor of HITLER, bi^^ffl^it was due 
to the last peace of the last world waSyxne Germans which caused this war* 

He stated that the Gorman people did not want war and were positively against 
unconditional surrender demands of the Allies* subject then stated that there 
would be no HITLER if the peace terms, as a result of the last world war, had 
been just* He stated that Subject had also made the statements that someday 
.there will be streets in the United States named after HITLER* 

as interviewed, and she furnished substantially the same 

On November 1, 19Mu there appeared an editorial in the san Antonio Express news¬ 
paper, the daily newspaper printed in Antonio, which editorial was principally 
a discussion of the starvation and ill health in France as a 
^eoupation and mismanagement* On November I 4 ., 19iiU*| 

>f the Sen Antonio Express newspaper, furnished thii 
ig letter from Subject, which had been written by Subject to the newspaper* 



* roHowS^le' 




"I read with interest your editorial analysis of the under-nourishment 
qnd ill health in France* 


Your principal conclusion is that such starvation and ill health is the natural 
consequence of German occupation and mismanagement* 


Upon some thought I believe that other causes can be added to your analysis, 
which 1 humbly add* 



Another cause of the starvation and ill health of prance is the Allied 
blockade of Europe* Whenever Europe is subjected to a food blockade all 
Europe so blockaded suffers from a shortage of food* That is why the 
blockade is undertaken* in the. last war the Gormans themselves often died 
of starvation* With the Allied blockade in effeot against France, even 
if every German were a Hoover or a Lehman, there would be a shortage of food* 


Another cause is the Allied bombing of France* You.probably read the 
bitter protest of the French bishops to beg the Allies to stop bombing 
Franoe* If Allied bombing was as successful as we were led to believe 
then it must have created endless disruption in food and medical distri¬ 
bution in France* 


- 2 - 



Another cause is the vast French underground encouraged and often 
supplied by the Allies for the purpose of disrupting transportation* and 
food production and distribution# How disrupting such underground ele¬ 
ments are is being noted now that they are beginning to interfere with 
the present occupiers of France# 

Interesting facts that could be added to your analysis are that many more 
millions have died of starvation in Allied occupied territory thafc. in 
Axis occupied territory# British and American occupied India has just 
gone through the most ghastly starvation in history, but that was due 
not to any British (or American) savagery but to the dreadful consequences 
of war# Millions have died of starvation in Free China, occupied by chiang 
Kaishek (and apparently some of our troops), but their death by starva¬ 
tion is not due to Kaishek 1 s "savagery*, but to the consequences of war, 
such wars as our Ally Russia started against Finland and our opponent 
Germany started against poland, and our one-time ally of 1917# Japan, 
started against china. 

Since newspapers ,pride themselves on being fair and just and on seeing all 
the causes, come hell or highwater, I thought you might not mind my ex¬ 
tending your analysis of the causes of French starvation# I think it 
is noble of you to concern yourself with the starving and suffering people 
all over the world# 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ AUSTIN J. APP 

Austin J. App, Ph«D," 


The following description of Subject was obtained from observations 



Name 

AUSTIN J. APP, Ph.D. 

. - • 

Age ; ' .. 

Approximately 35 yrs. 

■V. -r. 

. # » ’l . * % r t qf • 

Height 

5 * 8" 

' f J M * %• , » . .j. * » • • 

^v• 

Weight 

180 . ;V ; 

. vV t 1 » • . * 

Hair 

Brown 


Complexion 

Ruddy 


Build 

Medium 


P E N DYI N G 
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Records of LDB^^^H Scranton, Pa. reflect - U 
the following: AP^born May 24, 1902 at £ 'Tl) 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Secured A.B. degree 
from St* Francis Seminary, St. Francis, 

Minnesota, in 1924* Received M.A. degree in 
1926 and Ph.D. in 1929 at Catholic University, 
Washington, D. C. Employed as professor at 
Catholic University from 1927 to 1935. Pro¬ 
fessor of English at University of Scranton, 

Scranton, Ra* from September, 1936, to 
September, 1942. Taught at summer session in 
1942 at Laros College, Dubuque, Iowa. Inducted 
into U. S. Army at Wilkes-Barre, Pa. on Sept. 

11, 1942. Honorable discharge March 12, 1943 
at Camp Claiborne, La. as over age. Army 
serial No. 33353746. Fellow professors at 
Scranton University state APP is extreme 
idealist, pacifist, and altruist. Described 
as pro-German but not pro-Nazi. Is great 
admirer of German and English peoples as they 
are more intelligent and cultural than other 
Europeans. Felt that nations with highest 
type civilization should rule less civilized 
nations. Has made many statements, prior to 
entry of U. S. in war, which might be construed 
•' as pro-German. Credit record satisfactory. 

..No criminal record at Scranton Police Department. 
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following information from thenabjoot ^n SeJUactige.Service filet AUSTIN 
JOSEPH APP, while residing at ^^iJ6jrM8P)W ^Bp^ Scranton, registered 
under the Se^ectjgs^ Training and'^rvijgAct’ oriTebruary^ 16, 1942. He 
was assigned "order *i)d serUl ; *iK>r'' < T770i “At that time he was 

employed as a'professc^-W^tow^Wliversity o'f Scranton, 331 Wyoming Avenue. 

He listed as the person who would always know his address Mr. AUGUST H.iAPP, 
Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin. His questionnaire, which was filed June 1,‘ J 
1942, stated that he had attended St. Francis Seminary at St. Francis, 
Minnesota; Catholic University at Washington, D. C.; and two summer sessions 
at the University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin. He stated that he could 
translate both German and Spanish. He had taught as a professor at Catholic 
University in Washington, D. C., Scranton University, and planned to teach 
during the summer session of 1942 at Laros College, Dubuque, Iowa. 

He was inducted into the United States Amy on September 
11, 1942, at Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, and was assigned to the New Cumber¬ 
land Reception Center, New Cumberland, Pennsylvania, on September 25, 1942. 

He was honorably discharged from the United States Army on March 12, 1943 
at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana. His rank at the time of discharge was private 
and his serial number was 33353746. 

After his discharge, he was employed at the Jaeger 
Machine Company, 550 West Spring, Columbus, Ohio. He worked for this company 
about sir months when he secured a position teaching English Composition 
at St. Mary of the Springs College at Columbus, Ohio. He is presently 
employed as a professor at the Incarnate Word College, San Antonio, Texas. 

He secured permission from this local board to visit 
Mexico from September 6 to 20, 1944, “for pleasure and education trip. 8 

The following changes of address were listed in the 

subject's filet 



fall of 1942. She 

w -— - - V * 

described the subject as a very quiet man who was methodical in his habits 
and an excellent tenant. He always appeared to be honest and conscientious 
regarding his work and very liberal in religious matters, as he spoke at 


Laros College, Dubuque, Iowa; 


Columbus, Ohio; 
Columbus, Ohio; 
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Marital Statust 
Employment* 

Selective Service s 


. * 

Single 

Professor, Incarnate Word College, 

San Antonio, Texas 
Registered Local Draft Board No. 6, 
Scranton, Fa. 

Order No. 10325 

Serial No. T770 

U. S. Army service - inducted 

September 11, 1942 at Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

Honorable discharge March 12, 1943, 

Camp Claiborne, La. 

/i Serial No. 33353746 


No leads are being set forth in this report, except the one 
to the Cincinnati Field-Division, as it is not known how extensive an inves¬ 
tigation the office of origin contemplates in this case. 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 





August 9 , 1966 

HE* AUSTIN J. APP 


1 


t 


Ths Biographical Encyclopedia of the World carries the 
following biography of the captioned individuals 

Austin J. App was born 'day 24, 190^ in i&lwaukee, Wisconsin, 
the son of Au gust H . and Katherine -QberaaientfCpp. Ho -as educated at 
St. Francis Seminary In Wisconsin, receiving an A.B. Degree in 1924. 
In 1926 tpo received an H.A. Degree free the Catholic University of 
Ansrlea, 'Aashington, D. C. In 1929 be was awarded a Ph.D. by this 
latter university. 

Proa 1929 until 1935 *pp was an instructor in English at 
Catholic University. Ho was a professor of English and Hoad of the 
Department at the University of Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania from 
1935 until 1942. 


From v«pteciber, 1942 until &aroh, 1943, he served with the 
United states Army Corps of Engineers, receiving an Honorable Discharge 
In the latter year. 

App was employed as an Administrative Assistant In the 
Personnel Division of the Jaeger I&chine Company from 1933 until probably 
early 1946. 
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App ie the author of "Lancelot in English literature," pub- 
in 1929, as well as articles in the Catholic Educational Review, 
the Qstholle Library World, ths Catholic World, and many others. He is 
an ashoSiute editor of Best Sellers, a biweekly review* ■ - 
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Subject was bom 5/24/02 at Milwaukee, Wisconsin of German 
extraction* AB from St# Francis Seminary, St# Francis, 
Wisconsin, 1924# Received Knights of Columbus scholarship to 
Catholic University, Washington, D* C# where received MA. 

1926 and Ph.D# 1929 *‘ n Employed as instructor in English, 
Catholic University 1925 to 1935; head of English Department, 
Scranton University, Scranton, Pa#, 1935 to 1942* Traveled 
in Europe, C a nada and Mexic^.-and taught at Loras College, 
Dubuque, Iowa during summers# Served in US Army 9/U/42 to 
3/12/43 when honorable discharged as Private at Camp Claiborne, 
Louisiana to accept employment in essential war industry# 
Subsequent to discharge employed by Jaegers Manufacturing 
Company, Columbus, Ohio, manufacturers of farm machinery# 

Since September, 1944, has been Professor of English in 
Incarnate Word College, San Antonio, Texas# Residence 316 
San Pedro Avenue, San Antonio# (&PP reported to be strict 
moralist, disciplinarian, devout Catholic, uncompromising 
in ideals and ethical principles# Alleged to suffer from 
“political pltrfenDi^ ,, , a fan^icism with regard to international 
affairs# Ha& little knowledge of history, is argumentative 
and Prior* tti World War # 2 was strongly 

non-intq^entlonist^d'^e^femely^itical of US foreign 
policy# -^atddXJSj^ Japan into attacking# Professed 

pacifism but ju&iAOTWu. acts'bf &dSj[a£gression, criticising 
Nazi regime 4only on suppression of Catholic Clerics in Germany# 
ponsideredftriijb^rig 'conscientious objection to Military service 
but became resigned to Army service# £Y(as> unhappy in Army and . 
/sought discharge.to,take defense jo^yroile soldier wrote S' 
'letter to %s^ngton newspaper advocating a neg otiated peace# 
Wrote advers^re^.*e^s of STEINBECK’S "Tp-®J0!f IS DOWN", and 
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'Mgerican War Policies and.Catholic Traditions" published in the Catholic World, 
October, 1944, criticising Merican policy of demanding unconditional surrender. 

In reply to editorial- in San Antonio Express, 11/1/44 which pointed to Germany’s 
enforced starvation of conquered peoples, APP disagreed and attributed starvation 
in France to the Allied blockage of Europe, Allied bombings and activities of the 
French Underground and states more people died of starvation in Allied occupied 
territory than Axis occupied territory. In May, 1945, protested an order forbidding 
German Prisoners of War using German straight arm and other Party salutes. In 
address at commencement, St. Mary’s University, San Antonio, June, 1945, demanded 
a "Just and honorable" peace for Germany and state d atrocities should-have no 
effect on final peace settlement .j In pamphlet'!3jw.VISHING THE WOMEN OF CONQUERED 
EUROPE", May, 1946, APP states troops under EISENHAUER’S command raped more women 
in one week in one city than troops under HITLER’S command in four years in all 
of France, further states German troops in behavior toward women were most 
correct and decent in the whole history of warfare. As a result of last pamphlet 
Catholic Church authorities considered dismissing APP, however to avoid embroiling 
Incarnate Word College in possible Academic freedom controversy, admonished APP 
who promised to desist from further political writings. 

•• c *■ 


REFERENCE: 

Bureau File # 100-210108. 

Bureau letter dated August 9, 1946. 
DETAILS: 


Referenced Bureau letter enclosed a photostatic copy of a pamphlet written by 
AUSTIN J. APP, entitled, "RAVISHING THE WOMEN OF CONQUERED EUROPE" as well as 
a memorandum reflecting information concerning APP obtained from the Biographical 
Encyclopedia of the World. It was requested that the background and activities 
of APP be discreetly ascertained. 


A review of the San Antonio files reflec ts thi 
APP obtained from Confidential Infoimanl 


r. 



following information concerning 


Records of Local Draft Board # 6, S c ranton, Pennsylvania, reflect that APP was 
born May 24, 1902 at Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He secured an A.B. degree from St. 
Francis Seminary in 1924. He received an M.A. degree from the Catholic University 
in 1926 and a Ph.D from the same institution in 1929. He was employed as Professor 
at Catholic University in 1927 to 1935 and as Professor of English at the Uni¬ 
versity of Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania from September 1936, to September, 1942, 
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He taught at summer session of 1942 at Loras College, Dubuque, Iowa. H e was 
inducted into the United States A r my at Y/ilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania on September 11, 
1942, and was honorably discharged March 12, 1943 at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana 
as over age. His Army Serial number was 33353746. 

According to Confidential Informant^^^j fellow professors at Scranton University 
stated APP isfSxtreme idealist, pacifist and altruist# He was described as pro- 
German but not pro-Naz-i. He was stated to be a great admirer of the German 
and •fc'nglish peoples as they are more intelligent and cultured than other Europeans. 
He felt that nations with the highest type of civilization should rule less 
civilized nations. He made many statements prior to the entry of the United 
States into the war which might be construed as pro-German • He had a satis¬ 
factory credit record and no criminal record at the Scranton Police Department. 


Confidential Inf ormant^Hpadvised that APP had reportedly taken graduate courses 
at Oxford University, Ux^rd, England, and had visited Mexico, Panama and 
Canada. It was stated that he was called before the school authorities at 
Scranton University because of the subversive character of his lectures and on 
December 8, 1942 he reportedly addressed his class as follows: "America is 
to be blamed for our war with Japan because Japan is like a dog which If 
teased long enough will finally turn and bite you". He reportedly made statements 
that the Germans were a superior race and that America would do better to ally 
itself with Germany rather than England. 


After his^^charge from the United States ^rmy, according to Confidential 
Informan^^HpAPP was employed at the Jaeger Machine Company, 550 West Spring, 
Columbus^ffl^o for about six months when he secured a position teaching English 
Composition at St# Mary of the Springs College, Columbus, Ohio. 


According to Confidential Informantfl^^^HHjm^^^^^^^H|^^^^H^of the 
University of Scranton, 331 Wyominga^Mre^scranto^^ennsyRaHB^sfated that 
on December 8, 1942, after the attack on Pearl Harbor, APP made the statement 
to his class that the United States had so handled the Japanese question that 
oui^^^^^s provoked Japan to attacking us# On this occasion APP was reprimanded 
by^^^^Bknd othe^y^mbers of the faculty and cautioned to use more discretion 
in m^^marks. ■|^^Hpeportedly advised that prior to the entry of the United 
States into the had many heated discussions with APP regarding the 

international situation# In all of these discussions APP took the position that 
Germany, having a better cultural background, was entitled to give the envaded 
countries the benefit of this culture. APP did not approve of using force to 
thrust upon the invaded countries the civilization of Germany. He often praised 
England and the United States for their high type of civilization and on many 
occasions stated that "the country that has the most bath tubs will win the war". 
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■ stated that he had received letters in late 1944 and early 1945 from 
ject which bear a rubber stamped "Blessed are the Peace Makers"• 
described APP as a poet who lived an introvert life, would like to 
attention by making startling remarks and bj^r^^ishis opinions which 
often differed from the public opinion of the time.jflHHHbtated that APP 
did not want to be drafted for the Armed Forces, bu^ffl^^nis philosophy he 
could not be a conscientious objector as he felt the laws of the land should 
govern rather than the individual T desires of each citizen* 


Puhiversity o^^cranton who ^nnecOP^a^!ro-Gennar^uwio^?ro- 
Kazi^^^^^^Bbtated that in many discussions with the subject prior to our 
entry war that APP took the position that the English people were 

the most highly civilized and intelligent people in the world and that Germany 
was second in culture and civilization* He praised the United States for its 
development of scientific inventions. He predicted that England arid America 
would defeat Germany in the event there was a war as they were more intellectual 
and had reached a higher degree of civilization than Germany and her allies had 
obtained# 


Subject based all of his reason on the superior intelligence of peoples and the 
degree to which they had advanced themselves in obtaining comfort fend the necessities 
of life# 


JJadvised, that APP held a theory that Germany, being a more civilized 
coBra^than Poland or Czechoslovakia, was entitled to govern and assist less 
intellectual nationa# 


Confidential informant^HBsummarized information he had developed concerning 
APP as follows: He stated that APP speaks Gennan, French and Spanish, and is 
reported to have a noticeably German accent# He is pleasant, gentlemanly, 
likeable, scrupulous in personal dealings, shrewd, thrifty and practical in 
business matters with a reputation*^, a .moralist and disciplinarian, and is a 
confirmed bachelor. IS ralNW* 
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He is argumentative and controversial in nature, stubborn in his views and 
persuasive in classes at Scranton University and in discussions with faculty 
members he is reported to have been strongly non-interventionist, to have been 
extremely critical of United States foreign policy, although originally a 
staunch °new dealer 0 going so far as to state that the United States had pro¬ 
voked Japan into attacking. APP is alleged to have been inconsistent in his 
professed pacifism in that he justified all acts of Axis aggression, castigating 
the Nazi regime only on the score of the suppression of Catholic clerics in 
Germany. He was reprimanded by authorities at Scranton University and was 
reported to have been less vociferous after Pearl Harbor but no acquaintance 
believed that his views had changed or that he would cease to expound them, fef)Q&fiJ 

According to Confidential Infomant^^^ftPP is reported to have considered raising 
a conscientious objection, but late^To have become resigned to serving in the 
Army, to have been unhappy during his service and to have offered a party 
$500.00 to get him a defense job in order that he could be discharged. While 
a soldier APP submitted a letter to the editor of a Washington newspaper advo¬ 
cating a negotiated peace. He is reported to be sincere and candid in his 
views and to believe himself a loyal and patriotic American speaking for the 
country* s best interest. Intimates allege that APpS fundamental loyalty is to 


the United States; that it would not be his nature to be furtive or underhanded. 



It was noted by this informant that subject had expressed his opinions generally 
only among persons of his own intellectual level 




infomant^^M_nterviev:e« 

Washington, in June, 

that APP was very peculiar; that he did notdrink or^smoke^and^^^^^xspend 


one cent on recreat^n 
of AUSTIN whileJI 


t like to be called »GUS M so assumed the name 



R advised that^^^a^aj^^a^plenty of young girls on the string and 

d to four considered APP as morally all right, 

but stated that he had lead several girls to believe he 

was going to marry them, and then left them flat. He stated that while APP 
was in the Army he was very unhappy as he thought that he was too good for the 
Army. During this period he talked only of a way to get out pf^the Aimy./j^Jjl 

kls^itervjteigJ SjpdaughteP of * 

HPme^P^peculiar , not 
stated that APP had made 

d to every girl he went out with, many of whom he 
•believed that he did not intend to marry any of 


improper advances to her 
proposed to &3.bhoughB 

them.fef) (&Jtn\ . TT 
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He stated that APP wrote one article entitled 


published in the Jqlv, 1939 issue of thgj&fgghificat, a - 
is in praise of THOES^ANN, an arch enemy of the Nazi 
APP was non-interventionist along the lines of WHEELER 
has not changed his mind since Pearl Harbor. He thinks 
acting in the best interest of the United States. ( 
would continue to be adverse to war and to express 
listen because he is naturally imprudent and indiscreet 




■United States Navy, 

■wa^^ellc* faculty member 
rserted that ethical principles are 
tot see underlying major issued 
He stated that he had argued (sM 


itial Informant J^jinterviewecMl 
Navy Building, Washingtdn^S 
ict at Catholic University}* 
everything to APP, and that sometlm^^P^c! 
because of quibbling over superficial facts 
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hX 

b% 

k7b 


with him on practically every subject and had disagreed with him on most. He 
stated that APP r S mentality is the type which goes in circles around the topic# 
He is argumentative and immature* He stated that he believed APP'S attitude 
toward the war is derived from his fundamental Christian thesis that war is 
wrong and from an argumentative predisposition to take the side of the under 
dog* He stated that APP may unconsciously be inclined to make excuses for 
Germany because of his background, but he did not believe APP consciously pro- 
German. According to APP, the war was not entirely Germany's fault and it was 
no business of the United States. He fo^owe^the LINDBeRG - WHEELER - NYE 
school of thought and was considered byflH|HMts being a typical midwestem 
Isolationist# He stated that APP i§ffcru^^^^Mnk and truthful in everything; 
that/is the most indiscreet person thatj^Hfe^^knew, and that he would always 
say exactly what he thought, and insist constitutional right of free 

speech# 

He stated that APP is intellectually honest and courageous, but that he simply 
does not know history; further he is stubborn and there is very little chance 
of changing his mind. (sri&fr 

Confiderit^^In^l^i^^^felaD interviewed in 1943 

Wt Washington. c# who was ac 

^IH^^stated that APP was the object of 




many jibes at Scranton because oint^^arious financial interests and because 
he had his hand out for every dollar and yet was Socialistic in many ways, 
staunchly insisting that no man should be allowed to earn over $5,000#00 a 
year, g 

Another point on which APP was subject to ridicule among his colleagues was his 
habit of dating young girls. It was not infrequent for him to be the rival of 
one of his students for the attentions of some young girl. j 


ct^io^ui 


At faculty meetings or at other gatherings, according ^ was 

contraversial and loved to spout his ideas even on subjectsnotxn his line. 

His attitude toward the war and international affairs was well known and 
differed with that of most of his colleagues. He was strongly against war and 
our participation in the war and his attitude did not change after Pearl Harbor 
His major fault was in not toning down his talk when his issue was lost. 


e rv lew 

laryl and, Ppf 

kn Washington, D« C. 

(Scranton, and while tner^^WightB 
■tated that APP has "political paranoj^^^^^jSS^ff 
|swhich became apparent in 1937 during the Spanish 


Civil War. &, lfi(If 


l/Ui * i 


I 

(ML 
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APF justified the intervention of the Axis Powers in Spain, His attitude 
vg^CM^etely colored by partiality for the Axis Powers, which, according to 
, stemmed from his German ancestozy. He purported to be a 
racxxS^and insisted that we should not become involved in war or even in 
1940 to increase our armaments because if attacked we could train a huge anny 
over night and in the meantime the money would be better spent on education. He 
insisted that the cultured nation would always beat the uncultured nation® 

APP stated that he believed all force was wrong and that if he were3ssafiK%ci 
he would not resist. He insisted that it was better for a nation to live under 
the domination of an aggressor than to spend itself in aimed resistance, Deppite 
his professed hatred of force he always justified the aggression of the Axis; 
Italy was right in the conquest of Ethiopia; Czechoslovakia hed not allowed 
the German minority to rule and thus invited and deserved invasion; POLAND 
was guilty of provocative atrocities, and even Belgium, according to APP, was 
wrong 



uilty of provi 


[stated that APP was completely ignorant of modern European history, and 
rerusea to learn or recognize facts in variance with his conclusions* No amount 
of logic could change his position on a particular issue and he was often 
inconsistent. He admitted that the Hitler regime was in the wrong in mis¬ 
treating Catholic Clerics and surprepsing religion in Germany; yet on the day 
that news came that German aircraft had bombed a famous Spanish shrine on a 
festive day and had slaughtered many devout Catholic Bosque Loyalists, APP 
countered BOSQUES were hypocrites* (s/J($J fiu 

m stated that he noticecMghat students in his history classes frequently 
^totedAPP^ views and he,|H|H|Bdid his best to combat these viewe. After 
Pearl Harbor APP was less although he professed to believe that the 

United States had no interest in the Pacific and had given Japan no alternative 
but to attack us. £ D^Jfaj 

Confidential Informant^^Badvised that APP has had articles published in 
the Catholic World anc^ne Commonweal on subjects such as Catholic UrArersity 
Teachers and Credit Unions, and literary topics which upon perusal reflect 
no subversive attitude. He also advised that an examination of Luskis District 
of Columbia Assessment Directory Service reflected that APP in 1943 owned three 
parcels of property in Washington, D, C, assessed at $6,125.00, $3*764*00, and 
♦3,998.00 respectively. 

No criminal record nor record in the subversive files of the Metropolitan 
Police Department, Washington, D. C. was found upon examination in June, 1943. 
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Confidential Informant, 
the Univers^^o^Scra 

sylvania, ■ 

Sellers » 

cation. klifdjfKl 


a former teacher at 

anagel^^Tn^Gu^^^tuaios, Scranton, Penn- 

R and subject started the magazine "Best 
ton. All contributed reviews to this publi 


According io^HHHHKAPP submitted a review of STEINBECK f S "The Moon is Down" 
which deals w^^^n^Nazi invasion of Norway from which the following is 
quoted: "The authors purpose, however, quite clearly is to incite civilians 
in occupied countries to dynamite, stab and even poison. Of course he means to 
apply it only, one presumes, to the civilians in Axis occupied countries. But 
what is sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander. If it is the duty of 
French women to poison non-offending German Sentinels in Prance, then it will 
also be the duty of German women to poison American Sentinels if once again they 
should be stationed in the Rhineland as in 1919> and then we should brand such 
civilian tactics in German patrotism by Berman beastliness". /Sfj '(& & 

|l stated that APP wrote in regard to PIERRE VAN PAASEN'S "Time 
j^mnot*^^io11ow 8: "The book is an illogical attempt, based on the assumption 
that our own national independence and f reedom depend on England to scare the 
American people into a long and certain war in the future. The book has no 
value, but it will also probably do little harm"* &/)&/*! 


P LLso interviewee* 
f S landlady at 

r ^Tro Hi her daughter-in-law, 

»ich^an, dated 

V A portion of this letter 
S^^^^^rasking®Bthat in the event that a teaching 
iufficient for his cKcharge (he is 3&) that he get 
has replied that he could". /</J /V/ fuj 
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Director, Ptederal bureau of Investigation 


to ; 

FROM : 

subject: Aubtin Joseph App 


Theron L. Caudle, Assistant Attorney General 

£ 


date: January 17, 1947 
TLCjVOTsla; - 
146-7-76-150 


Reference is made to your memorandum dated December 30, 1946 
concerning the above named subject. 


- ,VT. 


a 

if' 


Die Criminal Division does not desire that investigation of-App^s 

activities be made at this time vdth the view to his prosecution for. 

a violation of the sedition statutes,. —~—— 


-f 









} 



Mr. Toluon 


[ Mr. Bopfo 
Mr. T 
Mr. E^sn ... 
Mr. Gtiraea 
Mr. Burbo . 
Mr.JSobr .. 
Mr. P 


«r. Pecningtoa. 
Mr. Q.unn Taxaxa 
^Mr. No use. 

MiW trUTidj...._ 


erican Bund went out of business, its place was taken, to 
oters Alliance for Americans *of German ancestry , 
who formerly taught English at Walter Gieseking and Wilhel 
/he Incarnate Word College in Furtwaengler, he comments 
San Antonio, Tex., now lectures that “those people — you kno 1 
at La Salle College, Philadelphia, what I mean”—were responsible 
His Brooklyn speech was de- and urged that “this should never 
voted, aside from his justification happen again.” Wild applause 

of the massacre of prisoners in from the audience. __ 

the Bulge, to a plea for admit- If it did happen again, “w<# 
tance to this country of Germans will raise an army—and puslj 
expelled from Hungary, Czecho those people into the gutter! 
Slovakia, Yugoslavia and East where many of them belong”) 
Prussia. He objected also to the More wild applause. 

dismantling of German factories.-- 

Referring to the barring of (Last of five articles) 


f 


contended, said it was O.K. to 
kill prisoner if they could not 
be provided for. He had documen¬ 
tary proof—right in his briefcase, 
he said—of approval for that 
procedure from Gen. Marshy. 

The speaker was ^Austin JPApd. 
an official 


of the rhiiacielphia 
branch of the Steuben Society, 


and a contributor to The Broom. 
(When App and hi§ friends gave 


a dinner for Sen. Langer (R-NB.) 
in Philadelphia March 26, Tilt- 
mann drummed up business for 


it here.) 

VApp is the author of, 


among 


g f WAV Vi.) CUllVii^ 

things, a pamphlet called 
shing the Women of Con- 
d Europe.” 

A choice quote from that work: 
“In Stuttgart, troops under 
Eisenhower’s coraiqand-, with 
whom his communications were 
not severed, raped more women 
in one week in on city than 
troops under Hitler’s command 
seem to have raped in four years 
in all of France... The bewilder¬ 
ing fact is emerging that the 
German troops of occupation, 
7,000,000 of whom, according to 
an AP Nuremberg Dispatch of 
Feb. 28, 1946, Justice Robert H. 
Jackson, chief U.S. prosecutor, 


not"recorded 

43 1UN 28 1949 
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This case originated at jjg- rf YCRK r,LE NO 105^438 vda 



DAT* WHEN 
MADi 


PtRtOO FOR WHICH MAD* 


PHILADELPHIA. PA 


"AfcEEUCA^ NEST NAZIS” By Peter T. SJhite 
and Allen Chellas 


INTERNAL SECURITY 


AUSTIN j ¥APP resides at 444 East Tulpehocken 
Street, Philadelphia and is employed at LaSalle 
College as a Professor of English. The Pro¬ 
fessor has recently returned from a three-month 
tour of Germany, Austria and Italy. *tPP wrote 
an article entitled "A Fair Deal for Germany 11 
which appeared in the April 1, 1949 edition of 
"Common Sense" and in the November, 1949 issue 
of "The Lalist"; authored an article entitled 
"Food, Clothes and Homes in Germany, 1949 
In October, 1949 APP spoke at the Kelping Haus 
of Philadelphia, his topic being "The Expellee 
Problem as a Challenge to Catholicism 11 ? 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
- rug - HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


Bureau letter to Nov/ York dated November 15, 1949 * 


Informants listed in this report are o 
unless other.dso specified. 


AUSTIN J. APP resides at 444 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. (T-l, 12-16-49) 


st Tulpehocken Street 


The 1949 Philadelphia Real Estate Directory indicates 
that APP is the owner of the residence at 444 Tulpehocken Street -and that he 
resides on the premises. The residence was purchased on august 12, 1948 
for £>12,000 and has an assessed value of i/7,800. Supplements of the Philadelphia 
Real Estate Directory, including the supplement of November, 1949, show no change 


5/- Bureau 
3 - New York 

3 - Philadelphia (1 file 100-123* 
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of ownership for this residence* 

.The November, 1949 issue of "The Lialist", a mimeographed 
publication published by Catholic laymen in Heriden, Coanecticut lists Dr. 

AUSTIN J. AEE as a Erofessor of anglish at LaSalle College, Philadelphia, Ea f 

• i 

On Page 1, paragraph 2 of the November issue of this publica¬ 
tion there appears an article entitled "Food, Clothes and Homes in Germany, 
1949". This*article indicates that APP has just returned from a three-month 
tour of Germany, Austria and Italy« 


In the 4-1^49 special edition of the newspaper "Common Sense" which 
is listed as‘the nation's anti-Comniunist newspaper" and is edited in Union, 
New Jersey, there appeared an article on page 1, column 3 entitled "A Fair 
Deal for Germany", the author of which was AUSTIN J. iuV, This article gets 
out a three-point plan through which the author believes Germany will obtain 
a fair deal. First the author indicates that the United States demand full 


integrity of Gorman boundaries as set out in the Atlantic Charter. Second, 

APP believes that it is this country 1 s duty to minimize "the awful calamity 
of the fifteen million East and Sudeten ojid Balkan Germans expelled from their 
homes and totally robbed, again with the complicity of our new deal Marxist 
controlled government* 11 The third point taken by the author is that dismantling 
of industry in Germany should immediately be discontinued. In this respect 
Apr stated that "In October, 1947 almost three years after the war, our 
government while telling the American people to send five billion a y--ar to 
Europe to revive production, collaborated with the British and French in listing 
918 German plants for destruction, only 338 of vdiiefc were listed as war plants. 
Since then many have been destroyed"* 


In the issue of "The Malist" previously listed, in the 
article appearing on page 1, paragraph 2 set out in great detail statistics 
regarding food, clothing and homes in Germany as they appeared during his visit 
during 19494 In summary of this article ..rp stated that the dominant impression 
that he received after spending three months in the vanquish countries was that 
in spite of the devastation and casualties of the war and the injustices, 
expulsions, dismantling, war prisoner slave labor of tkc post-war years, 
that Germany, Austria and Italy were coming to life again, painfully but sorely, 
Kc said that in western Germany the victors, while still a long way from the 
utlantic Charter, are slowly shaking off their "Ilorgenthauisn" and th..t in 
proportion hope and reconstruction are "pushing out their tender shoots". 


In the same edition of "The Malist" on page 7 there appears an 
article entitled "The Expellee Problem as a Challenge to Catholicism," This 
article is a summarization of a talk made by AUSTIN J. A IF at the Helping Haus 
in Philadelphia on October 5, 1949, According to the article, AFP advised the 
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AUSTIN 
August 

Austin J. App 
Austir&App 


aka 



This communication is classified "Secret" in its 

entirety. 


AUSTIN JOSEPH APP is a United States citizen of German 
extraction. In 1975, he received the "European Peace Prize of 
the German National Newspaper (DNZ)." An article he wrote en¬ 
titled, "A Fair Deal for Germany," appeared in the April 1, 1949 
edition of "COMMON SENSE," and in the November, 1949 issue of 
"THE MALIST." He authored an article entitled, "Food, Clothes 
and Homes in Germany, 1949" after returning from a three-month 
tour of Ge rmany ., Austria and Italy. APP spoke at the KEEPING 
HAUS OF PHII^ELPMATTiPoctob^fTT:549, his topic being, "The 
Expeller Problem as a Challenge to Catholicism." 

investigation conducted in 1945 disclosed that APP 
was described by fellow professors as an extreme idealist, 
pacificist and altruist. He was described as pro-German, but 
not pro-Nazi._ Prior to World War II, he was described as a 
non-interventionist and extremely critical of United States 
foreign policy. ^ |^<£) (uj dju&tss.j-<*J 

No further information has been developed concerning 
APP since 1949. His last known residence is Takoma Park, 
Maryland and he is lastly known to have been a Professor at 
LA SALLE COLLEGE, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 


SSlgikOBY-5 p\. k kiil - « 

M-CLASSifY^d by G-3 

DECLASSIFY ON OADR 




This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency. It and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 




AUSTIN JOSEPH APP 
Background Information 


Name 

AUSTIN JOSEPH APP f aka 

August Joseph App, 

Austin J.. App, 

Austin App 


Address 


June 19, 1942 

LAROS COLLEGE, Dubuque, Iowa 

September 2, 1942 

UNIVERSITY OF SCRANTON 

March 29, 1943 

75 East Woodruff Avenue 

Columbus, Ohio 

May 1, 1944 

476 West 7th Avenue 

Columbus, Ohio 

September 1, 1944 

146 Davis Court 

San Antonio, Texas 

1949 to 1962 

444 East Tulpehocken Street 
Philadelphia, PA 

1965 

5353 Magnolia Street 

Philadelphia, PA 

Last known address 
March, 1975 

Takoma Park, Maryland 

Race 

White ^ 

* m 

Sex. . 

Male. 

Date and place 
of birth 

Mav 24, 1902, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Height 

5'10" 

Weight 

170 pounds 

Eyes 

Grey 

Hair 

Brown 

Complexion 

Light 












AUSTIN JOSEPH APP 


Socia J—Security 
Account Number 


Marital Status 
Criminal Record 



199-09-7789 

Single 

None 


Military Service 


Employment 
1925 to 1935 

1935 to 1942 


U.S. Army from September 11, 1942 
to March 12, 1943 - received honor¬ 
able discharge as Private at Camp 
Claiborne, Louisiana 


Professor of English 
at Catholic university 

Head of English Department 
SCRANTON UNIVERSITY 
Scranton, PA 


Traveled in Europe, Canada a nd Mexico a nd taught at LAROS 
COLLEGE, Dubuque, Iowa during summersT 

September 11, 1942 to March 12, 1943 - U.S. Army. Received 
honorable discharge as Private at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana. 
Army serial number 33353746. 


Subsequent to discharge, employed by JAEGERS MANUFACTURING 
COMPANY, 550 West Spring, Columbus, Ohio - manufacturers of 
farm machinery. 


1944 Professor of English in 

INCARNATE WORD COLLEGE, 
San Antonio, Texas 

1949 Professor of English 

LA SALLE COLLEGE 
Philadelphia, PA 


A recent check of the COMMONWEALTH LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE 
NETWORK (CLEAN) was negative relative to motor vehicles or 
registration. 



